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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

Figures 4-7 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Frank 
(US Patent 6208602). 
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Regarding claim 1, Frank discloses a method of authenticating disk management 
information of a disk to certify validity of management information recorded on the disk 
(col. 8 lines 27-29), comprising the step of: recording authentication information on the 
disk on which the management information is recorded (col. 8 lines 37-38), the 
authentication information confirming validity of the management information (col. 8 
lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 2, Frank discloses a method of authenticating disk management 
information of a disk to certify validity of management information recorded on the disk 
(col. 8 lines 27-29), comprising the steps of: recording authentication information on the 
disk on which the management information is recorded (col. 8 lines 27-29), thereby 
certifying that the management information is valid (col. 8 lines 43-47); and recording 
invalidating information on the disk on which the management information and the 
authentication information are recorded (col. 8 lines 47-51), thereby invalidating 
certifying effect of the authentication information (col. 8 lines 47-51). 

Regarding claim 3, Frank further discloses recording, during stopping processing 
of a disk device in which the disk is loaded (col. 7 lines 18-23), authentication 
information on the disk if validity of the management information is confirmed (col. 8 
lines 27-29 and lines 37-38); and recording invalidating information, before data 
recording processing (col. 8 lines 39-43), in response to a data recording request first 
received after the disk device is started (col. 8 lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 4, Frank further discloses the steps of: sequentially and 
additionally recording authentication information and invalidating information in one 
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area on the disk (col. 7 lines 14-44 and col. 8 lines 27-66); regarding the management 
information on the disk as valid if invalidating information is absent after authentication 
information last recorded on the disk (col. 8 lines 43-38); and regarding the 
management information on the disk as invalid if invalidating information is present 
after authentication information last recorded on the disk (col. 8 lines 47-51). 

Regarding claim 5, Frank further discloses recording authentication information 
and invalidating information in a power calibration area on the disk (col. 7 lines 28-31); 
and using, as invalidating information, a power calibration pattern recorded in the 
power calibration area. It is well known that rewritable disks contain a PCA area 
located on the inner circumference of the lead-in area and since the status information 
is recorded on the inner circumference of the lead-in area it reads on claimed PCA 
area. 

Regarding claim 6, Frank discloses means for recording authentication 
information to certify validity of management information on a disk and invalidating 
information to invalidate certifying effect of the authentication information (col. 8 lines 
27-65) on the disk on which the management information is recorded; and means for 
determining whether or not the management information on the disk is valid by 
confirming the authentication information and the invalidating information on 
the disk (col. 8 lines 27-29). 
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Regarding claim 7, Frank further discloses the authentication information 
is recorded, in stopping processing of the disk device (col. 7 lines 18-23), if validity of 
the management information is confirmed (col. 8 lines 27-29 and 37-38); and the 
invalidating information is recorded, before data recording processing, in response to a 
data recording request first received after the disk device is started (col. 8 lines 39-44). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Sako (US 2003/01 17920) discloses an apparatus and method for 
validating digital watermarking information. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tawfik Goma whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4206. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





